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to sail alone. If so, the Flushing appointment not
being at once or for some while given to him, he
reverted to his original plan. Drake may have at
first intended loyally to share with Sidney the man-
agement of the business which they had planned
together; but he no sooner saw a chance of the sole
command devolving upon him than he resolved to
play a treacherous game.

The fleet was all but ready to leave Plymouth by
the end of August, and Drake then sent word to
Sidney that they were waiting for him to join them.
Sidney and Greville hurried down, finding excuse
for the journey in the fact that Don Antonio, a
feeble claimant for the crown of Portugal which
Philip of Spain had usurped, and an old acquaint-
ance of Sidney's, was expected at Plymouth. Their
avowed intention was to meet Don Antonio and to
escort him back to London. When they reached
Plymouth, however, Drake, while making great show
of friendship, was in no hurry to set sail. Day after
day the departure was postponed on frivolous excuses,
and, at length Sidney, although "not apt to dis-
credit others/* as Greville says, seeing " some sparks
of false fire breaking out from his yoke-fellow daily,"
was induced to share Greville's earlier formed sus-
picion as to Drake's honesty. It was afterwards
placed beyond doubt that Drake, after waiting a few
days in the hope that Sidney would be recalled with-
out his intervention, caused a message to be con-
veyed stealthily to the Court at Nonsuch, informing
the Queen of her courtier's intention to run away.

On the receipt of this news the Queen instantly